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Award for outstanding research 

 

Henkel presents “Laundry & Home Care 
Research Award” 
 
 
Düsseldorf – Henkel awarded the “Laundry & Home Care Research Award 2017”: 

The prize went to Dr. Peter Hausoul for his outstanding research as part of the 

HICAST cooperation with RWTH Aachen University in Germany. During this joint 

project, Hausoul created synthesis routes for powerful new surfactants based on 

biomass, which could improve the carbon footprint of laundry detergents in the future. 

The award, which the Laundry & Home Care business unit has presented for the 

eighth time, comes with a 3,000-euro prize. 

 

New bio-based surfactants for resource-conserving products 

“Henkel has set itself the goal of becoming a climate-neutral and, in the long run, 

climate-positive company,” says Dr. Thomas Müller-Kirschbaum, Head of global 

Research and Development in the Laundry & Home Care business unit. “Dr. 

Hausoul’s work shows that catalytic processes make it possible to obtain new bio-

based surfactants that could replace the raw materials currently used in laundry 

detergents. These findings are an important building block for the further 

development of resource-conserving and climate-neutral products. We are 

particularly proud of the fact that this excellent work originated within the framework 

of our HICAST cooperation. It proves how important it is for us as a research-oriented 

company to support and promote the next generation of scientists.”  
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Dr. Hausoul has used intermediate products obtained from biomass as building 

blocks to design innovative detergent substances also known as surfactants. The key 

to this was striking the right balance between solubility and surface activity. Several 

of these substances have already been registered for patent. The basis for his work 

was cellulose, the most common organic compound. “Together with Henkel’s 

research scientists, we were able to show that the new surfactants really work in 

practice,” says Hausoul. Powerful surfactants are currently obtained in part from non-

renewable petrochemical raw materials.  

 

At the award ceremony, Dr. Hausoul presented the results of his research to 

representatives of Henkel’s Research and Development and members of the 

Laundry & Home Care business unit’s Technology Advisory Board – a committee 

made up of leading scientists in fields relevant to the development of laundry 

detergents and cleaning agents. Henkel cooperates with these scientists especially 

to research and analyze trends. 

 

About Henkel 

Henkel operates globally with a well-balanced and diversified portfolio. The company holds leading 

positions with its three business units in both industrial and consumer businesses thanks to strong 

brands, innovations and technologies. Henkel Adhesive Technologies is the global leader in the 

adhesives market – across all industry segments worldwide. In its Laundry & Home Care and Beauty 

Care businesses, Henkel holds leading positions in many markets and categories around the world. 

Founded in 1876, Henkel looks back on more than 140 years of success. In 2016, Henkel reported 

sales of 18.7 billion euros and adjusted operating profit of 3.2 billion euros. Combined sales of the 

respective top brands of the three business units – Loctite, Schwarzkopf and Persil – amounted to 

more than 6 billion euros. Henkel employs more than 50,000 people globally – a passionate and highly 

diverse team, united by a strong company culture, a common purpose to create sustainable value, 

and shared values. As a recognized leader in sustainability, Henkel holds top positions in many 

international indices and rankings. Henkel’s preferred shares are listed in the German stock index 

DAX. For more information, please visit www.henkel.com. 

 

Photo material is available at http://www.henkel.com/press 
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