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AI-based solution for packaging label management transformation 

Startup Filestage wins Henkel's Xathon 

 

• With the Xathon, Henkel pursues the goal of promoting women in the tech startup 

industry 

• The startup Filestage convinces the jury with an AI-based solution to optimize 

packaging label management 

• Filestage wins a proof of concept with Henkel worth 25,000 euros  

 

Düsseldorf / Berlin – For the fifth year in a row, Henkel dx Ventures, the corporate venture 

capital arm of Henkel's consumer goods business, organized the Xathon in Berlin. While the 

concept has evolved into an open innovation challenge, the focus on empowering female 

entrepreneurs or female-led startups has remained. “Surveys show that only 20% of startups in 

Germany are founded or co-founded by women and only 22% of AI professionals globally are 

female. That is exactly where the Xathon comes in and aims to raise awareness of this 

imbalance. The Xathon combines tackling real business problems from Henkel in the field of AI 

with an effort to support female entrepreneurs in order to promote gender diversity in the tech 

startup industry”, explains Michaela Bessell, Head of Venture Ecosystem and Partnerships at 

Henkel dx Ventures. 

 

“At the Xathon this year, we are focusing on the pioneering spirit of female entrepreneurs and 

female-led startups in the field of AI for the consumer business. Because it has become a 

business-critical core competence not only to apply technologies – first and foremost artificial 

intelligence – but to also build them oneself. Today's world is characterized by rapid 

technological change, in which an open exchange between creatives and technology experts 

is the breeding ground on which innovation grows. That's why collaboration with startups is an 

important pillar in our digitization strategy, alongside our internal innovation power and far-

reaching strategic partnerships,” says Michael Nilles, Chief Digital and Information Officer at 

Henkel. 

https://www.henkeldxventures.com/
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A total of six startups from around the world made it to the final pitch round at the Xathon on 

October 27, where they presented their solution proposals for specific business challenges from 

Henkel. The startups were evaluated by the expert jury according to criteria such as scalability, 

innovative strength and market understanding. “The startup Filestage was able to convince us 

with its strategic fit, diverse team set-up, customer-centricity and possible integration into 

existing platforms. We see enormous potential in jointly tackling the regulatory challenges in 

the area of our packaging label management in the consumer goods business and making 

them more efficient, especially by reducing time consuming process steps. That's why we are 

very much looking forward to our collaboration," says Kerstin Nix, Head of New Product 

Introduction Marketing & Product Innovation dxC at Henkel. 

 

Filestage has won the implementation of a proof of concept with Henkel worth 25,000 euros 

at this year’s Xathon. The startup offers an AI-based platform where files such as documents, 

images and videos can be shared, commented on and approved in one place to simplify and 

speed up internal company approval processes.   

 

The other finalists also received various prizes provided by Henkel's Xathon partners TechBoost, 

SAP.io, Adobe, Orrick and High Tech Gründerfonds. 

 

 

About Henkel 

With its brands, innovations and technologies, Henkel holds leading market positions worldwide in the industrial 

and consumer businesses. The Adhesive Technologies business unit is the global leader in the market for adhesives, 

sealants and functional coatings. With Consumer Brands, the company holds leading positions especially in hair care 

and laundry & home care in many markets and categories around the world. The company's three strongest brands 

are Loctite, Persil and Schwarzkopf. In fiscal 2022, Henkel reported sales of more than 22 billion euros and adjusted 

operating profit of around 2.3 billion euros. Henkel’s preferred shares are listed in the German stock index DAX. 

Sustainability has a long tradition at Henkel, and the company has a clear sustainability strategy with specific targets. 

Henkel was founded in 1876 and today employs a diverse team of more than 50,000 people worldwide – united by 

a strong corporate culture, shared values and a common purpose: "Pioneers at heart for the good of generations.” 

More information at www.henkel.com  

 

Photo material is available at www.henkel.com/press 
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