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Recycling compatible paper coatings for food and non-food packaging

Henkel expands its barrier and heat seal coatings portfolio
for paper applications

Dusseldorf — Paper-based packaging has become much more than just a matter of image,
particularly in the food and e-commerce sectors. Brand owners and packaging manufacturers
are switching to sustainable and, above all, recyclable solutions, driven by regulatory
requirements such as the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR). To support
this transition while maintaining product integrity, process stability and efficiency, Henkel
Adhesive Technologies is enhancing its paper coatings portfolio with water-based barrier and
heat seal coatings. The solutions are designed to improve the functionality of paper-based
packaging and strengthen 'design for recycling’ approaches.

From plastic to paper: heat seal coatings open up a wide range of applications
By providing reliable heat-sealing performance on paper, Henkel is opening up numerous
possibilities for paper-based packaging in applications where plastic solutions have long been
the standard. These predominantly include formats requiring a seam, such as bags, sachets, or
shipping packaging for small items like screws and toys, as well as (dry) food and hygiene
products. On suitable papers, heat seals enable a reliable bond through thermal conjunction.
The new solutions in Henkel's paper coatings portfolio support this performance even at low
temperatures and high line speeds. In addition, they are repulpable, compatible with recycling
and approved for food contact in accordance with FDA and EU regulations. To enhance process
reliability during use, a UV tracer version is also available, which aids in application monitoring
and quality management.

Reliable protection for paper-based packaging with barrier coatings

Depending on the intended use of the paper packaging, the focus is not only on efficiently and
securely sealing the material but also protecting the contents through functional barriers.
Barrier coatings provide paper-based packaging with essential protective properties thereby
opening up areas of application that previously demanded plastic-based or multi-layer
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composite materials. With the right formulation, they not only provide the necessary resistance
to grease, water, and moisture, they also enable reliable heat sealing. In response to growing
market demand, Henkel has expanded and optimized its portfolio, offering coating solutions
that deliver reliable barrier performance for primary and secondary packaging. These products
can easily be integrated into standard coating and packaging processes and are repulpable
and compatible with recycling.

“With our expanded paper coatings portfolio, we enable paper-based packaging that is ready
for current market demands. By providing the necessary barrier and sealing properties for
numerous applications in the food and non-food sectors, we are not only supporting the shift
towards recyclable packaging solutions but also helping customers to achieve their
sustainability targets within the scope of the PPWR,” says Dr. Arianna Savini, Market Strategy
Manager Paper Packaging Europe at Henkel Adhesive Technologies.

About Henkel

With its brands, innovations and technologies, Henkel holds leading market positions worldwide in the industrial
and consumer businesses. The business unit Adhesive Technologies is the global leader in the market for adhesives,
sealants and coatings. With Consumer Brands, the company holds leading positions especially in laundry & home
care and hair in many markets and categories around the world. The company's three strongest brands are Loctite,
Persil and Schwarzkopf. In fiscal 2025, Henkel reported sales of about 20.5 billion euros and adjusted operating
profit of around 3.0 billion euros. Henkel's preferred shares are listed in the German stock index DAX. Sustainability
has a long tradition at Henkel, and the company has a clear sustainability strategy with specific targets. Henkel was
founded in 1876 and today employs a diverse team of about 47,000 people worldwide — united by a strong corporate
culture, shared values and a common purpose: "Pioneers at heart for the good of generations.” More information
at www.henkel.com
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In response to growing market demand, Henkel has expanded and optimized its paper coatings portfolio, offering
solutions that deliver reliable barrier performance for primary and secondary packaging.
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