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Advancing IT and digitalization at Henkel 

 

Michael Nilles to become Chief Digital & 
Information Officer of Henkel 
 

Düsseldorf – Henkel has appointed Michael Nilles as Chief Digital & 

Information Officer (CDIO). He will join Henkel on October 1, 2019 and will be 

responsible for the combined activities in Integrated Business Solutions (IBS) 

and digital technologies. Dr. Rahmyn Kress, currently Chief Digital Officer, will 

focus on the continued growth and expansion of the Henkel X platform. He will 

take over the global venture activities of Henkel as Head of Henkel X Ventures. 

 

“Over the past years, we have made significant progress in accelerating digitalization 

at Henkel. We are now entering the next phase in our digital transformation and 

therefore will combine our activities in Integrated Business Solutions (IBS) and digital 

technologies. This will further leverage the potential of digitalization across Henkel," 

said Hans Van Bylen, CEO of Henkel. 

 

Michael Nilles (46) has extensive experience in digital transformations for global 

corporations. He has successfully transformed core industrial businesses and 

developed new digital business models. Prior to joining Henkel, he was Chief Digital 

Officer and Chief Information Officer for Schindler Group and CEO of Schindler 

Digital Business AG. He began his career in 1996 with SAP China and subsequently 

held various international positions in the field of digital business transformation, 

including as CIO Americas and Group CIO of Bosch Rexroth AG. He holds a degree 

in Business Informatics from the University of Cologne and is a graduate of the 

Kellogg School of Management in Evanston, Illinois/USA. Michael Nilles will report 

directly to Henkel CFO Carsten Knobel. 
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Joachim Jäckle, currently responsible for Integrated Business Solutions (IBS) at 

Henkel, will retire after 28 years with Henkel by the end of 2019. After various 

management positions in the Finance organization in Europe and Asia, he became 

responsible for IBS in 2013 and led the successful integration of the IT and shared 

services organizations. With his IBS team he significantly drove the transformation of 

Henkel processes into a comprehensive digital shared services set-up.  

 

“We are pleased that Michael Nilles is joining our global team. Under his leadership, 

we aim to further leverage the potential of digitalization across the entire company," 

said Carsten Knobel. “We also thank Joachim Jäckle for his extraordinary personal 

commitment, performance and many valuable contributions to our business success. 

We wish him all the best for the future."  

 

Successful digital transformation journey 

 

Dr. Rahmyn Kress, currently Chief Digital Officer, has together with his team, 

established the foundation of the digital acceleration strategy over the last two years 

and founded the successful open innovation platform Henkel X in February 2018. As 

of October 1, 2019, he will focus on the continued growth and expansion of the 

Henkel X platform. In addition, he will take over the global venture activities of 

Henkel. This is a natural evolution to continue to deliver tangible impact and support 

Henkel’s ability to invest and collaborate with the most promising entrepreneurs and 

startups to build new digital business models for Henkel and its business units for the 

future. 

 

In his new role as Global Head of Henkel X Ventures, Dr. Rahmyn Kress will continue 

to report to the CEO, Hans Van Bylen. 

 

About Henkel 

Henkel operates globally with a well-balanced and diversified portfolio. The company holds 

leading positions with its three business units in both industrial and consumer businesses 

thanks to strong brands, innovations and technologies. Henkel Adhesive Technologies is the 

global leader in the adhesives market. In its Laundry & Home Care and Beauty Care 

businesses, Henkel holds leading positions in many markets and categories around the 

world. Founded in 1876, Henkel looks back on more than 140 years of success. In fiscal 

2018 Henkel generated sales of around 20 billion euros and adjusted operating profit of 

around 3.5 billion euros. Henkel employs around 53,000 people globally – a passionate and 

highly diverse team, united by a strong company culture, a common purpose to create 

sustainable value, and shared values. As a recognized leader in sustainability, Henkel holds 

top positions in many international indices and rankings. Henkel’s preferred shares are listed 

in the German stock index DAX. For more information, please visit www.henkel.com. 
 

http://www.henkel.com/
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Kontakt 

 

Investoren & Analysten Presse & Medien 

 

Lars Korinth Lars Witteck 
Tel.: +49 211 797 - 1631 Tel.: +49 211 797 - 2606 
E-Mail: lars.korinth@henkel.com E-Mail: lars.witteck@henkel.com 
 
Mona Niermann Wulf Klüppelholz 
Tel.: +49 211 797 - 7151 Tel.:  +49 211 797 - 1875 
E-Mail: mona.niermann@henkel.com E-Mail: wulf.klueppelholz@henkel.com 
 
Steffen Nix Hanna Philipps  
Tel.: +49 211 797 - 6459 Tel.: +49 211 797 - 3626 
E-Mail:  steffen.nix@henkel.com E-Mail: hanna.philipps@henkel.com  
 
  Jennifer Ott 
   Tel:  +49 211 797 - 2756 
  E-Mail: jennifer.ott@henkel.com 
 
www.henkel.de/presse 
www.henkel.de/ir 
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